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Hawai‘i Public Health Ins=tute (HIPHI) conducts an annual survey on public health issues, which 
is distributed to elected officials or candidates running for office in Hawai‘i.  The goal of the 
survey is to inform our partners, stakeholders, and advocates of their posi=ons on various 
public health issues and policies that impact the health of Hawai‘i residents.  

About the Survey 
The survey consisted of 22 ques=ons on tobacco, healthy ea=ng, ac=ve living, 
oral health, and more. The respondents were asked about their level of support 
on various policies, with response op=ons strongly support, support, oppose, or 
strongly oppose, and space to add wriIen comments.  

Survey par=cipants were provided a paper (mailed or hand-delivered) and an e-
mailed electronic version of the survey. 

Collec0on 
The survey was distributed to 116 elected officials, included two from the state execu=ve 
branch, 76 from the state legislature, eight from Kaua‘i County government, and ten each from 
Hawai‘i County, Maui County, and Honolulu City and County governments. Responses to the 
survey were collected between July 8 and August 2, 2019. In an aIempt to increase 
par=cipa=on, e-mail and phone call reminders were conducted prior to the deadline.  

Results 
The survey received 23 responses, equivalent to a 19.8 percent response rate. The map (right) 
shows the distribu=on of responses by county.  

Due to the low response rate to the survey, we cannot determine any overall trends in support 
for the issues that were polled. Instead, this report's value would be to help determine 
individual lawmakers’ posi=ons on specific issues. It may also be used in conjunc=on with 
previous candidate and elected official surveys conducted by Hawai‘i Public Health Ins=tute for 
a broader view of the overall policy landscape in Hawai‘i. Previous surveys can be found on our 
website, hiphi.org. 

Historically, par=cipa=on in elected official surveys (odd years) has been much lower than 
candidate surveys in elec=on years (even years). This may be due to the smaller pool of 
par=cipants (candidate surveys have been sent to over 300 individuals running for office) and a 
greater incen=ve for par=cipa=on (may help voters determine where candidates stand on issues 
they care about).  

In the following pages, you will find the individual responses from lawmakers, sorted by office. 
Please use the table of contents and key on the following page to find responses from specific 
lawmakers. 

2019 Elected Official Survey Results
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Hawai‘i County 
• 4 County

Councilmembers
• 2 State Legislators

Maui County 
• 3 County

Councilmembers
• 4 State Legislators

Kaua‘i County 
• 1 County

Councilmember
Honolulu City & 

County 
• 1 County

Councilmember
• 8 State Legislators
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KEY: ++ = Strong Support; + = Support; - = Oppose; -- = Strongly Oppose Gov. David Ige LG Josh Green

1. Require electronic smoking device retailers/wholesalers to obtain a tobacco permit/license 
from the Department of TaxaIon.
2. Apply a tobacco tax to electronic smoking devices, such as a percentage of the wholesale cost 
or taxing e-liquid by volume.
3. Prohibit the sale of all flavored tobacco products, including menthol and flavored e-liquids, in 
the state.
4. Restrict online sales of electronic smoking devices to tobacco retailers only, in order to curb 
illegal sales to minors.
5. Reinstate the County Councils’ ability to regulate the sale of tobacco products, including 
electronic smoking devices.
6. Apply adverIsing and markeIng restricIons of electronic smoking devices, similar to the ones 
already imposed on cigareVes.
7. Increase the tobacco tax on cigareVes to help smokers quit and prevent new users from 
starIng.
8. Strong electronic smoking device regulaIons and policies are necessary to effecIvely reduce 
youth use of these products.

9. There is a role for state government to prevent and combat chronic disease such as obesity, 
diabetes, and heart disease among Hawai‘i residents and children.

10. Agriculture educaIon at all levels, from preschool through post-secondary (P-20), is essenIal 
for developing future farmers and expanding our state’s agriculture industry, and requires strong 
state support and investment of state funds for teacher development and statewide 
coordinaIon.

11. Rat lungworm disease (RLWD) is a serious threat to public health among Hawaii’s residents 
and visitors; a conInued investment of state funds is required to implement a statewide RLWD 
educaIon and prevenIon campaign.

12. Add health warnings onto product labels for sugar-sweetened beverages that describe how 
added sugars contribute to obesity, type 2 diabetes and tooth decay.
13. Eliminate sugar-sweetened beverages from being served in licensed childcare faciliIes such 
as daycare or preschool.

14. Enact a fee-per-ounce on sugar-sweetened beverage.

15. Use revenue from a sugar-sweetened beverage fee for obesity prevenIon programs.

16. Make health and physical educaIon (PE) courses a curriculum requirement, rather than an 
opIon, for middle school students. PE is currently a requirement for elementary and high school 
students.

17. Implement a red light camera program to deter red-light running and help curb traffic 
fataliIes and injuries.

18. Reinstate coverage of preventaIve dental benefits for Adult Medicaid parIcipants.

19. FluoridaIon of community water supplies is an effecIve way to prevent tooth decay.

20. Increase the state’s minimum wage to a living wage of $17 per hour.

21. Create a statewide Paid Family Leave Program, which would allow up to 12 weeks for 
employees to provide care for a newborn, bond with a new child, or care for a family member 
with a serious health condiIon.

22. Community health workers (CHWs) are increasingly recognized for their role in improving 
health, access to healthcare, and reducing costs. In order to receive payment for Medicaid-
funded services, state legislaIon is necessary to formalize the CHW role in the healthcare 
system through cerIficaIon, training, and/or credenIaling.

Hawai‘i State Execu2ve Branch & Senate

Sen. Rosalyn H. 
Baker

Sen. Stanley 
Chang

Sen. Donovan 
M. Dela Cruz

Sen. J. Kalani 
English

Sen. Kurt 
Fevella

Sen. Mike 
Gabbard

Sen. Breene 
Harimoto Sen. Les Ihara
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KEY: ++ = Strong Support; + = Support; - = Oppose; -- = Strongly Oppose
Sen. Lorraine 

R. Inouye
Sen. Kaiali'i 

Kahele

1. Require electronic smoking device retailers/wholesalers to obtain a tobacco permit/license 
from the Department of TaxaIon.
2. Apply a tobacco tax to electronic smoking devices, such as a percentage of the wholesale cost 
or taxing e-liquid by volume.
3. Prohibit the sale of all flavored tobacco products, including menthol and flavored e-liquids, in 
the state.
4. Restrict online sales of electronic smoking devices to tobacco retailers only, in order to curb 
illegal sales to minors.
5. Reinstate the County Councils’ ability to regulate the sale of tobacco products, including 
electronic smoking devices.
6. Apply adverIsing and markeIng restricIons of electronic smoking devices, similar to the ones 
already imposed on cigareVes.
7. Increase the tobacco tax on cigareVes to help smokers quit and prevent new users from 
starIng.
8. Strong electronic smoking device regulaIons and policies are necessary to effecIvely reduce 
youth use of these products.
9. There is a role for state government to prevent and combat chronic disease such as obesity, 
diabetes, and heart disease among Hawai‘i residents and children.

10. Agriculture educaIon at all levels, from preschool through post-secondary (P-20), is essenIal 
for developing future farmers and expanding our state’s agriculture industry, and requires strong 
state support and investment of state funds for teacher development and statewide 
coordinaIon.

11. Rat lungworm disease (RLWD) is a serious threat to public health among Hawaii’s residents 
and visitors; a conInued investment of state funds is required to implement a statewide RLWD 
educaIon and prevenIon campaign.

12. Add health warnings onto product labels for sugar-sweetened beverages that describe how 
added sugars contribute to obesity, type 2 diabetes and tooth decay.
13. Eliminate sugar-sweetened beverages from being served in licensed childcare faciliIes such 
as daycare or preschool.

14. Enact a fee-per-ounce on sugar-sweetened beverage.

15. Use revenue from a sugar-sweetened beverage fee for obesity prevenIon programs.

16. Make health and physical educaIon (PE) courses a curriculum requirement, rather than an 
opIon, for middle school students. PE is currently a requirement for elementary and high school 
students.

17. Implement a red light camera program to deter red-light running and help curb traffic 
fataliIes and injuries.

18. Reinstate coverage of preventaIve dental benefits for Adult Medicaid parIcipants.

19. FluoridaIon of community water supplies is an effecIve way to prevent tooth decay.

20. Increase the state’s minimum wage to a living wage of $17 per hour.

21. Create a statewide Paid Family Leave Program, which would allow up to 12 weeks for 
employees to provide care for a newborn, bond with a new child, or care for a family member 
with a serious health condiIon.

22. Community health workers (CHWs) are increasingly recognized for their role in improving 
health, access to healthcare, and reducing costs. In order to receive payment for Medicaid-
funded services, state legislaIon is necessary to formalize the CHW role in the healthcare 
system through cerIficaIon, training, and/or credenIaling.

Hawai‘i State Senate (con2nued)

Sen. Dru 
Kanuha

Sen. Gilbert 
S.C. Keith-

Agaran

Sen. JarreV 
Keohokalole

Sen. Michelle 
N. Kidani

Sen. Donna 
Mercado Kim

Sen. Ronald D. 
Kouchi

Sen. Sharon Y. 
Moriwaki

Sen. Clarence 
K. Nishihara
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KEY: ++ = Strong Support; + = Support; - = Oppose; -- = Strongly Oppose
Sen. Karl 
Rhoads Sen. Gil Riviere

1. Require electronic smoking device retailers/wholesalers to obtain a tobacco permit/license 
from the Department of TaxaIon.

2. Apply a tobacco tax to electronic smoking devices, such as a percentage of the wholesale cost 
or taxing e-liquid by volume.
3. Prohibit the sale of all flavored tobacco products, including menthol and flavored e-liquids, in 
the state.
4. Restrict online sales of electronic smoking devices to tobacco retailers only, in order to curb 
illegal sales to minors.
5. Reinstate the County Councils’ ability to regulate the sale of tobacco products, including 
electronic smoking devices.
6. Apply adverIsing and markeIng restricIons of electronic smoking devices, similar to the ones 
already imposed on cigareVes.
7. Increase the tobacco tax on cigareVes to help smokers quit and prevent new users from 
starIng.
8. Strong electronic smoking device regulaIons and policies are necessary to effecIvely reduce 
youth use of these products.
9. There is a role for state government to prevent and combat chronic disease such as obesity, 
diabetes, and heart disease among Hawai‘i residents and children.

10. Agriculture educaIon at all levels, from preschool through post-secondary (P-20), is essenIal 
for developing future farmers and expanding our state’s agriculture industry, and requires strong 
state support and investment of state funds for teacher development and statewide 
coordinaIon.

11. Rat lungworm disease (RLWD) is a serious threat to public health among Hawaii’s residents 
and visitors; a conInued investment of state funds is required to implement a statewide RLWD 
educaIon and prevenIon campaign.

12. Add health warnings onto product labels for sugar-sweetened beverages that describe how 
added sugars contribute to obesity, type 2 diabetes and tooth decay.
13. Eliminate sugar-sweetened beverages from being served in licensed childcare faciliIes such 
as daycare or preschool.

14. Enact a fee-per-ounce on sugar-sweetened beverage.

15. Use revenue from a sugar-sweetened beverage fee for obesity prevenIon programs.

16. Make health and physical educaIon (PE) courses a curriculum requirement, rather than an 
opIon, for middle school students. PE is currently a requirement for elementary and high school 
students.

17. Implement a red light camera program to deter red-light running and help curb traffic 
fataliIes and injuries.

18. Reinstate coverage of preventaIve dental benefits for Adult Medicaid parIcipants.

19. FluoridaIon of community water supplies is an effecIve way to prevent tooth decay.

20. Increase the state’s minimum wage to a living wage of $17 per hour.

21. Create a statewide Paid Family Leave Program, which would allow up to 12 weeks for 
employees to provide care for a newborn, bond with a new child, or care for a family member 
with a serious health condiIon.

22. Community health workers (CHWs) are increasingly recognized for their role in improving 
health, access to healthcare, and reducing costs. In order to receive payment for Medicaid-
funded services, state legislaIon is necessary to formalize the CHW role in the healthcare 
system through cerIficaIon, training, and/or credenIaling.

Hawai‘i State Senate (con2nued) & House of Representa2ves

Sen. Russell 
Ruderman

Sen. Maile S.L. 
Shimabukuro

Sen. Brian T. 
Taniguchi

Sen. Laura 
Thielen

Sen. Glenn 
Wakai

Rep. Henry J.C. 
Aquino

Rep. Della Au 
Belao

Rep. Tom 
Brower
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KEY: ++ = Strong Support; + = Support; - = Oppose; -- = Strongly Oppose
Rep. Rida 
Cabanilla 
Arakawa

Rep. Romy 
Cachola

1. Require electronic smoking device retailers/wholesalers to obtain a tobacco permit/license 
from the Department of TaxaIon. ++
2. Apply a tobacco tax to electronic smoking devices, such as a percentage of the wholesale cost 
or taxing e-liquid by volume.
3. Prohibit the sale of all flavored tobacco products, including menthol and flavored e-liquids, in 
the state.
4. Restrict online sales of electronic smoking devices to tobacco retailers only, in order to curb 
illegal sales to minors. +
5. Reinstate the County Councils’ ability to regulate the sale of tobacco products, including 
electronic smoking devices.
6. Apply adverIsing and markeIng restricIons of electronic smoking devices, similar to the ones 
already imposed on cigareVes. +
7. Increase the tobacco tax on cigareVes to help smokers quit and prevent new users from 
starIng.
8. Strong electronic smoking device regulaIons and policies are necessary to effecIvely reduce 
youth use of these products. +
9. There is a role for state government to prevent and combat chronic disease such as obesity, 
diabetes, and heart disease among Hawai‘i residents and children. ++
10. Agriculture educaIon at all levels, from preschool through post-secondary (P-20), is essenIal 
for developing future farmers and expanding our state’s agriculture industry, and requires strong 
state support and investment of state funds for teacher development and statewide 
coordinaIon.

++

11. Rat lungworm disease (RLWD) is a serious threat to public health among Hawaii’s residents 
and visitors; a conInued investment of state funds is required to implement a statewide RLWD 
educaIon and prevenIon campaign.

++

12. Add health warnings onto product labels for sugar-sweetened beverages that describe how 
added sugars contribute to obesity, type 2 diabetes and tooth decay. ++
13. Eliminate sugar-sweetened beverages from being served in licensed childcare faciliIes such 
as daycare or preschool. +
14. Enact a fee-per-ounce on sugar-sweetened beverage. +
15. Use revenue from a sugar-sweetened beverage fee for obesity prevenIon programs. +
16. Make health and physical educaIon (PE) courses a curriculum requirement, rather than an 
opIon, for middle school students. PE is currently a requirement for elementary and high school 
students.

++

17. Implement a red light camera program to deter red-light running and help curb traffic 
fataliIes and injuries. ++
18. Reinstate coverage of preventaIve dental benefits for Adult Medicaid parIcipants. +
19. FluoridaIon of community water supplies is an effecIve way to prevent tooth decay. +
20. Increase the state’s minimum wage to a living wage of $17 per hour.

21. Create a statewide Paid Family Leave Program, which would allow up to 12 weeks for 
employees to provide care for a newborn, bond with a new child, or care for a family member 
with a serious health condiIon.

++

22. Community health workers (CHWs) are increasingly recognized for their role in improving 
health, access to healthcare, and reducing costs. In order to receive payment for Medicaid-
funded services, state legislaIon is necessary to formalize the CHW role in the healthcare 
system through cerIficaIon, training, and/or credenIaling.

++

Hawai‘i State House of Representa2ves (con2nued)

Rep. Richard P. 
Creagan Rep. Ty Cullen Rep. Lynn 

DeCoite
Rep. Stacelynn 
Kehaulani Eli

Rep. Cedric 
Asuega Gates

Rep. Sharon 
Har

Rep. Mark J. 
Hashem

Rep. Troy 
Hashimoto
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KEY: ++ = Strong Support; + = Support; - = Oppose; -- = Strongly Oppose
Rep. Daniel 

Holt
Rep. Linda E. 

Ichiyama

1. Require electronic smoking device retailers/wholesalers to obtain a tobacco permit/license 
from the Department of TaxaIon.
2. Apply a tobacco tax to electronic smoking devices, such as a percentage of the wholesale cost 
or taxing e-liquid by volume.
3. Prohibit the sale of all flavored tobacco products, including menthol and flavored e-liquids, in 
the state.
4. Restrict online sales of electronic smoking devices to tobacco retailers only, in order to curb 
illegal sales to minors.
5. Reinstate the County Councils’ ability to regulate the sale of tobacco products, including 
electronic smoking devices.
6. Apply adverIsing and markeIng restricIons of electronic smoking devices, similar to the ones 
already imposed on cigareVes.
7. Increase the tobacco tax on cigareVes to help smokers quit and prevent new users from 
starIng.
8. Strong electronic smoking device regulaIons and policies are necessary to effecIvely reduce 
youth use of these products.
9. There is a role for state government to prevent and combat chronic disease such as obesity, 
diabetes, and heart disease among Hawai‘i residents and children.

10. Agriculture educaIon at all levels, from preschool through post-secondary (P-20), is essenIal 
for developing future farmers and expanding our state’s agriculture industry, and requires strong 
state support and investment of state funds for teacher development and statewide 
coordinaIon.

11. Rat lungworm disease (RLWD) is a serious threat to public health among Hawaii’s residents 
and visitors; a conInued investment of state funds is required to implement a statewide RLWD 
educaIon and prevenIon campaign.

12. Add health warnings onto product labels for sugar-sweetened beverages that describe how 
added sugars contribute to obesity, type 2 diabetes and tooth decay.
13. Eliminate sugar-sweetened beverages from being served in licensed childcare faciliIes such 
as daycare or preschool.

14. Enact a fee-per-ounce on sugar-sweetened beverage.

15. Use revenue from a sugar-sweetened beverage fee for obesity prevenIon programs.

16. Make health and physical educaIon (PE) courses a curriculum requirement, rather than an 
opIon, for middle school students. PE is currently a requirement for elementary and high school 
students.

17. Implement a red light camera program to deter red-light running and help curb traffic 
fataliIes and injuries.

18. Reinstate coverage of preventaIve dental benefits for Adult Medicaid parIcipants.

19. FluoridaIon of community water supplies is an effecIve way to prevent tooth decay.

20. Increase the state’s minimum wage to a living wage of $17 per hour.

21. Create a statewide Paid Family Leave Program, which would allow up to 12 weeks for 
employees to provide care for a newborn, bond with a new child, or care for a family member 
with a serious health condiIon.

22. Community health workers (CHWs) are increasingly recognized for their role in improving 
health, access to healthcare, and reducing costs. In order to receive payment for Medicaid-
funded services, state legislaIon is necessary to formalize the CHW role in the healthcare 
system through cerIficaIon, training, and/or credenIaling.

Hawai‘i State House of Representa2ves (con2nued)

Rep. Aaron 
Ling Johanson

Rep. Lisa C. 
Kitagawa

Rep. Bert 
Kobayashi

Rep. Dale 
Kobayashi Rep. Sam Kong Rep. Chris Lee Rep. Nicole 

Lowen
Rep. Sylvia J. 

Luke
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KEY: ++ = Strong Support; + = Support; - = Oppose; -- = Strongly Oppose
Rep. Scot 
Matayoshi

Rep. Lauren 
Matsumoto

Rep. Bob 
McDermoV

Rep. Angus 
McKelvey

Rep. John 
Mizuno

Rep. Dee 
Morikawa

Rep. Nadine K 
Nakamura

Rep. Mark M. 
Nakashima

Rep. ScoV Y. 
Nishimoto

Rep. Takashi 
Ohno

1. Require electronic smoking device retailers/wholesalers to obtain a tobacco permit/license 
from the Department of TaxaIon. ++
2. Apply a tobacco tax to electronic smoking devices, such as a percentage of the wholesale cost 
or taxing e-liquid by volume. ++
3. Prohibit the sale of all flavored tobacco products, including menthol and flavored e-liquids, in 
the state. ++
4. Restrict online sales of electronic smoking devices to tobacco retailers only, in order to curb 
illegal sales to minors. ++
5. Reinstate the County Councils’ ability to regulate the sale of tobacco products, including 
electronic smoking devices. +
6. Apply adverIsing and markeIng restricIons of electronic smoking devices, similar to the ones 
already imposed on cigareVes. ++
7. Increase the tobacco tax on cigareVes to help smokers quit and prevent new users from 
starIng. +
8. Strong electronic smoking device regulaIons and policies are necessary to effecIvely reduce 
youth use of these products. ++
9. There is a role for state government to prevent and combat chronic disease such as obesity, 
diabetes, and heart disease among Hawai‘i residents and children. ++
10. Agriculture educaIon at all levels, from preschool through post-secondary (P-20), is essenIal 
for developing future farmers and expanding our state’s agriculture industry, and requires strong 
state support and investment of state funds for teacher development and statewide 
coordinaIon.

++

11. Rat lungworm disease (RLWD) is a serious threat to public health among Hawaii’s residents 
and visitors; a conInued investment of state funds is required to implement a statewide RLWD 
educaIon and prevenIon campaign.

+

12. Add health warnings onto product labels for sugar-sweetened beverages that describe how 
added sugars contribute to obesity, type 2 diabetes and tooth decay. +
13. Eliminate sugar-sweetened beverages from being served in licensed childcare faciliIes such 
as daycare or preschool. ++
14. Enact a fee-per-ounce on sugar-sweetened beverage. +
15. Use revenue from a sugar-sweetened beverage fee for obesity prevenIon programs. +
16. Make health and physical educaIon (PE) courses a curriculum requirement, rather than an 
opIon, for middle school students. PE is currently a requirement for elementary and high school 
students.

+

17. Implement a red light camera program to deter red-light running and help curb traffic 
fataliIes and injuries. +
18. Reinstate coverage of preventaIve dental benefits for Adult Medicaid parIcipants. ++
19. FluoridaIon of community water supplies is an effecIve way to prevent tooth decay. +
20. Increase the state’s minimum wage to a living wage of $17 per hour. -
21. Create a statewide Paid Family Leave Program, which would allow up to 12 weeks for 
employees to provide care for a newborn, bond with a new child, or care for a family member 
with a serious health condiIon.

+

22. Community health workers (CHWs) are increasingly recognized for their role in improving 
health, access to healthcare, and reducing costs. In order to receive payment for Medicaid-
funded services, state legislaIon is necessary to formalize the CHW role in the healthcare 
system through cerIficaIon, training, and/or credenIaling.

+

Hawai‘i State House of Representa2ves (con2nued)
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Rep. Amy A. 
Perruso

Rep. Sean 
Quinlan

Rep. ScoV K. 
Saiki

Rep. Joy A. San 
Buenaventura

Rep. Calvin K. 
Y. Say

Rep. Gregg 
Takayama

Rep. Roy M. 
Takumi

Rep. David 
Tarnas

+ +

- +

- +

+ +

- +

+ +
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+ +
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- +
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KEY: ++ = Strong Support; + = Support; - = Oppose; -- = Strongly Oppose
Rep. Val 
Okimoto

Rep. Richard 
H.K. Onishi

1. Require electronic smoking device retailers/wholesalers to obtain a tobacco permit/license 
from the Department of TaxaIon. + ++
2. Apply a tobacco tax to electronic smoking devices, such as a percentage of the wholesale cost 
or taxing e-liquid by volume. + ++
3. Prohibit the sale of all flavored tobacco products, including menthol and flavored e-liquids, in 
the state. - -
4. Restrict online sales of electronic smoking devices to tobacco retailers only, in order to curb 
illegal sales to minors. + ++
5. Reinstate the County Councils’ ability to regulate the sale of tobacco products, including 
electronic smoking devices. - +
6. Apply adverIsing and markeIng restricIons of electronic smoking devices, similar to the ones 
already imposed on cigareVes. + ++
7. Increase the tobacco tax on cigareVes to help smokers quit and prevent new users from 
starIng. - ++
8. Strong electronic smoking device regulaIons and policies are necessary to effecIvely reduce 
youth use of these products. ++ ++
9. There is a role for state government to prevent and combat chronic disease such as obesity, 
diabetes, and heart disease among Hawai‘i residents and children. + +
10. Agriculture educaIon at all levels, from preschool through post-secondary (P-20), is essenIal 
for developing future farmers and expanding our state’s agriculture industry, and requires strong 
state support and investment of state funds for teacher development and statewide 
coordinaIon.

++ -

11. Rat lungworm disease (RLWD) is a serious threat to public health among Hawaii’s residents 
and visitors; a conInued investment of state funds is required to implement a statewide RLWD 
educaIon and prevenIon campaign.

++ -

12. Add health warnings onto product labels for sugar-sweetened beverages that describe how 
added sugars contribute to obesity, type 2 diabetes and tooth decay. - +
13. Eliminate sugar-sweetened beverages from being served in licensed childcare faciliIes such 
as daycare or preschool. - -
14. Enact a fee-per-ounce on sugar-sweetened beverage. - -
15. Use revenue from a sugar-sweetened beverage fee for obesity prevenIon programs. - -
16. Make health and physical educaIon (PE) courses a curriculum requirement, rather than an 
opIon, for middle school students. PE is currently a requirement for elementary and high school 
students.

+ ++

17. Implement a red light camera program to deter red-light running and help curb traffic 
fataliIes and injuries. ++
18. Reinstate coverage of preventaIve dental benefits for Adult Medicaid parIcipants. + +
19. FluoridaIon of community water supplies is an effecIve way to prevent tooth decay. - ++
20. Increase the state’s minimum wage to a living wage of $17 per hour. - -
21. Create a statewide Paid Family Leave Program, which would allow up to 12 weeks for 
employees to provide care for a newborn, bond with a new child, or care for a family member 
with a serious health condiIon.

+

22. Community health workers (CHWs) are increasingly recognized for their role in improving 
health, access to healthcare, and reducing costs. In order to receive payment for Medicaid-
funded services, state legislaIon is necessary to formalize the CHW role in the healthcare 
system through cerIficaIon, training, and/or credenIaling.

+ +

Hawai‘i State House of Representa2ves (con2nued)
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Rep. James 
Kunane 
Tokioka

Rep. Gene 
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KEY: ++ = Strong Support; + = Support; - = Oppose; -- = Strongly Oppose
Rep. Cynthia 

Thielen
Rep. Chris 

Todd

1. Require electronic smoking device retailers/wholesalers to obtain a tobacco permit/license 
from the Department of TaxaIon.
2. Apply a tobacco tax to electronic smoking devices, such as a percentage of the wholesale cost 
or taxing e-liquid by volume.
3. Prohibit the sale of all flavored tobacco products, including menthol and flavored e-liquids, in 
the state.
4. Restrict online sales of electronic smoking devices to tobacco retailers only, in order to curb 
illegal sales to minors.
5. Reinstate the County Councils’ ability to regulate the sale of tobacco products, including 
electronic smoking devices.
6. Apply adverIsing and markeIng restricIons of electronic smoking devices, similar to the ones 
already imposed on cigareVes.
7. Increase the tobacco tax on cigareVes to help smokers quit and prevent new users from 
starIng.
8. Strong electronic smoking device regulaIons and policies are necessary to effecIvely reduce 
youth use of these products.
9. There is a role for state government to prevent and combat chronic disease such as obesity, 
diabetes, and heart disease among Hawai‘i residents and children.

10. Agriculture educaIon at all levels, from preschool through post-secondary (P-20), is essenIal 
for developing future farmers and expanding our state’s agriculture industry, and requires strong 
state support and investment of state funds for teacher development and statewide 
coordinaIon.

11. Rat lungworm disease (RLWD) is a serious threat to public health among Hawaii’s residents 
and visitors; a conInued investment of state funds is required to implement a statewide RLWD 
educaIon and prevenIon campaign.

12. Add health warnings onto product labels for sugar-sweetened beverages that describe how 
added sugars contribute to obesity, type 2 diabetes and tooth decay.
13. Eliminate sugar-sweetened beverages from being served in licensed childcare faciliIes such 
as daycare or preschool.

14. Enact a fee-per-ounce on sugar-sweetened beverage.

15. Use revenue from a sugar-sweetened beverage fee for obesity prevenIon programs.

16. Make health and physical educaIon (PE) courses a curriculum requirement, rather than an 
opIon, for middle school students. PE is currently a requirement for elementary and high school 
students.

17. Implement a red light camera program to deter red-light running and help curb traffic 
fataliIes and injuries.

18. Reinstate coverage of preventaIve dental benefits for Adult Medicaid parIcipants.

19. FluoridaIon of community water supplies is an effecIve way to prevent tooth decay.

20. Increase the state’s minimum wage to a living wage of $17 per hour.

21. Create a statewide Paid Family Leave Program, which would allow up to 12 weeks for 
employees to provide care for a newborn, bond with a new child, or care for a family member 
with a serious health condiIon.

22. Community health workers (CHWs) are increasingly recognized for their role in improving 
health, access to healthcare, and reducing costs. In order to receive payment for Medicaid-
funded services, state legislaIon is necessary to formalize the CHW role in the healthcare 
system through cerIficaIon, training, and/or credenIaling.

Hawai‘i State House of Representa2ves (con2nued)

11



CM Maile 
David CM Karen Eoff

CM MaV 
Kaneali'i-
Kleinflder

CM Ashley 
Kierkiewicz

CM Sue Lee 
Loy

CM Valerie 
Poindexter

CM Herbert 
"Tim" Richards 

III

CM Rebecca 
Villegas

+ + ++ +

+ + ++ +

+ + - +

+ ++ ++ +

- + + +

+ + ++ +

+ + + +

+ + ++ +

+ + + +

+ + ++ ++

+ ++ ++ +

+ + ++ +

+ + ++ +

+ + - -
+ + - +

+ + ++ ++

+ + ++ -

+ + + +
+ + + -
+ - +

+ + + +

+ + +

KEY: ++ = Strong Support; + = Support; - = Oppose; -- = Strongly Oppose
Mayor Harry 

Kim
CM Aaron 

Chung

1. Require electronic smoking device retailers/wholesalers to obtain a tobacco permit/license 
from the Department of TaxaIon.

2. Apply a tobacco tax to electronic smoking devices, such as a percentage of the wholesale cost 
or taxing e-liquid by volume.
3. Prohibit the sale of all flavored tobacco products, including menthol and flavored e-liquids, in 
the state.
4. Restrict online sales of electronic smoking devices to tobacco retailers only, in order to curb 
illegal sales to minors.
5. Reinstate the County Councils’ ability to regulate the sale of tobacco products, including 
electronic smoking devices.
6. Apply adverIsing and markeIng restricIons of electronic smoking devices, similar to the ones 
already imposed on cigareVes.
7. Increase the tobacco tax on cigareVes to help smokers quit and prevent new users from 
starIng.
8. Strong electronic smoking device regulaIons and policies are necessary to effecIvely reduce 
youth use of these products.
9. There is a role for state government to prevent and combat chronic disease such as obesity, 
diabetes, and heart disease among Hawai‘i residents and children.

10. Agriculture educaIon at all levels, from preschool through post-secondary (P-20), is essenIal 
for developing future farmers and expanding our state’s agriculture industry, and requires strong 
state support and investment of state funds for teacher development and statewide 
coordinaIon.

11. Rat lungworm disease (RLWD) is a serious threat to public health among Hawaii’s residents 
and visitors; a conInued investment of state funds is required to implement a statewide RLWD 
educaIon and prevenIon campaign.

12. Add health warnings onto product labels for sugar-sweetened beverages that describe how 
added sugars contribute to obesity, type 2 diabetes and tooth decay.
13. Eliminate sugar-sweetened beverages from being served in licensed childcare faciliIes such 
as daycare or preschool.

14. Enact a fee-per-ounce on sugar-sweetened beverage.

15. Use revenue from a sugar-sweetened beverage fee for obesity prevenIon programs.

16. Make health and physical educaIon (PE) courses a curriculum requirement, rather than an 
opIon, for middle school students. PE is currently a requirement for elementary and high school 
students.

17. Implement a red light camera program to deter red-light running and help curb traffic 
fataliIes and injuries.

18. Reinstate coverage of preventaIve dental benefits for Adult Medicaid parIcipants.

19. FluoridaIon of community water supplies is an effecIve way to prevent tooth decay.

20. Increase the state’s minimum wage to a living wage of $17 per hour.

21. Create a statewide Paid Family Leave Program, which would allow up to 12 weeks for 
employees to provide care for a newborn, bond with a new child, or care for a family member 
with a serious health condiIon.

22. Community health workers (CHWs) are increasingly recognized for their role in improving 
health, access to healthcare, and reducing costs. In order to receive payment for Medicaid-
funded services, state legislaIon is necessary to formalize the CHW role in the healthcare 
system through cerIficaIon, training, and/or credenIaling.

Hawai‘i County Mayor & Council
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KEY: ++ = Strong Support; + = Support; - = Oppose; -- = Strongly Oppose
Mayor Michael 

Victorino
CM Riki 
Hokama

1. Require electronic smoking device retailers/wholesalers to obtain a tobacco permit/license 
from the Department of TaxaIon. --
2. Apply a tobacco tax to electronic smoking devices, such as a percentage of the wholesale cost 
or taxing e-liquid by volume. --
3. Prohibit the sale of all flavored tobacco products, including menthol and flavored e-liquids, in 
the state. --
4. Restrict online sales of electronic smoking devices to tobacco retailers only, in order to curb 
illegal sales to minors. --
5. Reinstate the County Councils’ ability to regulate the sale of tobacco products, including 
electronic smoking devices. ++
6. Apply adverIsing and markeIng restricIons of electronic smoking devices, similar to the ones 
already imposed on cigareVes. --
7. Increase the tobacco tax on cigareVes to help smokers quit and prevent new users from 
starIng. ++
8. Strong electronic smoking device regulaIons and policies are necessary to effecIvely reduce 
youth use of these products. ++
9. There is a role for state government to prevent and combat chronic disease such as obesity, 
diabetes, and heart disease among Hawai‘i residents and children. +
10. Agriculture educaIon at all levels, from preschool through post-secondary (P-20), is essenIal 
for developing future farmers and expanding our state’s agriculture industry, and requires strong 
state support and investment of state funds for teacher development and statewide 
coordinaIon.

+

11. Rat lungworm disease (RLWD) is a serious threat to public health among Hawaii’s residents 
and visitors; a conInued investment of state funds is required to implement a statewide RLWD 
educaIon and prevenIon campaign.

++

12. Add health warnings onto product labels for sugar-sweetened beverages that describe how 
added sugars contribute to obesity, type 2 diabetes and tooth decay. +
13. Eliminate sugar-sweetened beverages from being served in licensed childcare faciliIes such 
as daycare or preschool. +
14. Enact a fee-per-ounce on sugar-sweetened beverage. +
15. Use revenue from a sugar-sweetened beverage fee for obesity prevenIon programs. +
16. Make health and physical educaIon (PE) courses a curriculum requirement, rather than an 
opIon, for middle school students. PE is currently a requirement for elementary and high school 
students.

++

17. Implement a red light camera program to deter red-light running and help curb traffic 
fataliIes and injuries. ++
18. Reinstate coverage of preventaIve dental benefits for Adult Medicaid parIcipants. +
19. FluoridaIon of community water supplies is an effecIve way to prevent tooth decay. +
20. Increase the state’s minimum wage to a living wage of $17 per hour. +
21. Create a statewide Paid Family Leave Program, which would allow up to 12 weeks for 
employees to provide care for a newborn, bond with a new child, or care for a family member 
with a serious health condiIon.

+

22. Community health workers (CHWs) are increasingly recognized for their role in improving 
health, access to healthcare, and reducing costs. In order to receive payment for Medicaid-
funded services, state legislaIon is necessary to formalize the CHW role in the healthcare 
system through cerIficaIon, training, and/or credenIaling.

+

Maui County Mayor & Council

13



CM Brandon 
Elefante

CM Carol 
Fukunaga

CM Ann 
Kobayashi

CM Joey 
Manahan CM Ron Menor CM Kymberly 

Pine
CM Heidi 

Tsuneyoshi
CM Tommy 

Waters

++

++

++

++

++

++

+

++

++

+

+

+

+

+

+

KEY: ++ = Strong Support; + = Support; - = Oppose; -- = Strongly Oppose
Mayor Kirk 

Caldwell
CM Ikaika 
Anderson

1. Require electronic smoking device retailers/wholesalers to obtain a tobacco permit/license 
from the Department of TaxaIon.
2. Apply a tobacco tax to electronic smoking devices, such as a percentage of the wholesale cost 
or taxing e-liquid by volume.
3. Prohibit the sale of all flavored tobacco products, including menthol and flavored e-liquids, in 
the state.
4. Restrict online sales of electronic smoking devices to tobacco retailers only, in order to curb 
illegal sales to minors.
5. Reinstate the County Councils’ ability to regulate the sale of tobacco products, including 
electronic smoking devices.
6. Apply adverIsing and markeIng restricIons of electronic smoking devices, similar to the ones 
already imposed on cigareVes.
7. Increase the tobacco tax on cigareVes to help smokers quit and prevent new users from 
starIng.
8. Strong electronic smoking device regulaIons and policies are necessary to effecIvely reduce 
youth use of these products.

9. There is a role for state government to prevent and combat chronic disease such as obesity, 
diabetes, and heart disease among Hawai‘i residents and children.

10. Agriculture educaIon at all levels, from preschool through post-secondary (P-20), is essenIal 
for developing future farmers and expanding our state’s agriculture industry, and requires strong 
state support and investment of state funds for teacher development and statewide 
coordinaIon.

11. Rat lungworm disease (RLWD) is a serious threat to public health among Hawaii’s residents 
and visitors; a conInued investment of state funds is required to implement a statewide RLWD 
educaIon and prevenIon campaign.

12. Add health warnings onto product labels for sugar-sweetened beverages that describe how 
added sugars contribute to obesity, type 2 diabetes and tooth decay.
13. Eliminate sugar-sweetened beverages from being served in licensed childcare faciliIes such 
as daycare or preschool.

14. Enact a fee-per-ounce on sugar-sweetened beverage.

15. Use revenue from a sugar-sweetened beverage fee for obesity prevenIon programs.

16. Make health and physical educaIon (PE) courses a curriculum requirement, rather than an 
opIon, for middle school students. PE is currently a requirement for elementary and high school 
students.

17. Implement a red light camera program to deter red-light running and help curb traffic 
fataliIes and injuries.

18. Reinstate coverage of preventaIve dental benefits for Adult Medicaid parIcipants.

19. FluoridaIon of community water supplies is an effecIve way to prevent tooth decay.

20. Increase the state’s minimum wage to a living wage of $17 per hour.

21. Create a statewide Paid Family Leave Program, which would allow up to 12 weeks for 
employees to provide care for a newborn, bond with a new child, or care for a family member 
with a serious health condiIon.

22. Community health workers (CHWs) are increasingly recognized for their role in improving 
health, access to healthcare, and reducing costs. In order to receive payment for Medicaid-
funded services, state legislaIon is necessary to formalize the CHW role in the healthcare 
system through cerIficaIon, training, and/or credenIaling.

Honolulu City & County Mayor & Council
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KEY: ++ = Strong Support; + = Support; - = Oppose; -- = Strongly Oppose
Mayor Derek 

Kawakami
CM Arthur 

Brun

1. Require electronic smoking device retailers/wholesalers to obtain a tobacco permit/license 
from the Department of TaxaIon.

2. Apply a tobacco tax to electronic smoking devices, such as a percentage of the wholesale cost 
or taxing e-liquid by volume.
3. Prohibit the sale of all flavored tobacco products, including menthol and flavored e-liquids, in 
the state.
4. Restrict online sales of electronic smoking devices to tobacco retailers only, in order to curb 
illegal sales to minors.
5. Reinstate the County Councils’ ability to regulate the sale of tobacco products, including 
electronic smoking devices.
6. Apply adverIsing and markeIng restricIons of electronic smoking devices, similar to the ones 
already imposed on cigareVes.
7. Increase the tobacco tax on cigareVes to help smokers quit and prevent new users from 
starIng.
8. Strong electronic smoking device regulaIons and policies are necessary to effecIvely reduce 
youth use of these products.
9. There is a role for state government to prevent and combat chronic disease such as obesity, 
diabetes, and heart disease among Hawai‘i residents and children.

10. Agriculture educaIon at all levels, from preschool through post-secondary (P-20), is essenIal 
for developing future farmers and expanding our state’s agriculture industry, and requires strong 
state support and investment of state funds for teacher development and statewide 
coordinaIon.

11. Rat lungworm disease (RLWD) is a serious threat to public health among Hawaii’s residents 
and visitors; a conInued investment of state funds is required to implement a statewide RLWD 
educaIon and prevenIon campaign.

12. Add health warnings onto product labels for sugar-sweetened beverages that describe how 
added sugars contribute to obesity, type 2 diabetes and tooth decay.
13. Eliminate sugar-sweetened beverages from being served in licensed childcare faciliIes such 
as daycare or preschool.

14. Enact a fee-per-ounce on sugar-sweetened beverage.

15. Use revenue from a sugar-sweetened beverage fee for obesity prevenIon programs.

16. Make health and physical educaIon (PE) courses a curriculum requirement, rather than an 
opIon, for middle school students. PE is currently a requirement for elementary and high school 
students.

17. Implement a red light camera program to deter red-light running and help curb traffic 
fataliIes and injuries.

18. Reinstate coverage of preventaIve dental benefits for Adult Medicaid parIcipants.

19. FluoridaIon of community water supplies is an effecIve way to prevent tooth decay.

20. Increase the state’s minimum wage to a living wage of $17 per hour.

21. Create a statewide Paid Family Leave Program, which would allow up to 12 weeks for 
employees to provide care for a newborn, bond with a new child, or care for a family member 
with a serious health condiIon.

22. Community health workers (CHWs) are increasingly recognized for their role in improving 
health, access to healthcare, and reducing costs. In order to receive payment for Medicaid-
funded services, state legislaIon is necessary to formalize the CHW role in the healthcare 
system through cerIficaIon, training, and/or credenIaling.

Kaua‘i County Mayor & Council
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MISSION: 
To advance the health and wellness of the people and islands of Hawai‘i.  

TO ACHIEVE OUR MISSION, WE... 
• Expand understanding of what creates health of people and place, embracing upstream social, cultural and 

environmental factors. 
• Foster partnerships among public health, health care, and other diverse sectors to improve health and 

wellness. 
• Cul=vate programs — including educa=on, advocacy, research, capacity building and training — to improve 

policies, systems, and the environments where people live, learn, work, age, and play. 

Hawai‘i Public Health Ins=tute (HIPHI) is home to Coali=on for a Tobacco-Free Hawai‘i, Hawai‘i Farm to 
School Hui, Healthy Ea=ng + Ac=ve Living (HEAL) county coali=ons, and the Obesity Preven=on Task Force.

16


	cover and write up
	Survey Results



