WHY DO WE NEED
REGULATION

COMPREHENSIVE

TOBACCO REGULATION

Preventing a lifetime of addiction

COVID-I19 AND TOBACCO USE

Teenagers and young adults who used e-cigarettes were 5x more likely to be diagnosed
with COVID-19 than nonusers. Those who had used both e-cigarettes and conventional
cigarettes (dual use) were 7x more likely to be diagnosed with the disease (1).

EQUITY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

Tobacco use, and impacts on health, affects Hawai'‘i's communities
disproportionately. Strategic targeting and aggressive marketing by
the tobacco industry, which for years has labeled Hawai'i as “the
menthol State,” is a major factor. In 2014, 27% of Native Hawaiian
adults were current cigarette smokers (2). When compared to all
ethnic populations, e-cigarette use is the highest among Native
Hawaiian and Pacific Islander youth (23% of middle and high school

students) (3).

Sources: 1. Stanford Study, 2. DOH Smoke-current smoker, for the State of
Hawai‘i, for the Year(s)- 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014. 2016., 3. Odani et al. 2018,
4.2019 YRBS, 5. 2017 YRBS.

TAX E-CIGARETTES AS
TOBACCO PRODUCTS.

E-cigarettes are the only
tobacco products without a
tobacco tax. These products
often contain nicotine, which
commonly derived from
tobacco. They are not
approved by the FDA for
cessation, and therefore
should be regulated via
taxation as a tobacco product.

Age verification on tobacco
retailer websites is insufficient
at preventing underage
purchases. Restricting online
sales to licensed sellers will
correct this loophole and allow
the state to enforce current
tobacco laws on minimum

age and taxation.

SOLUTIONS

What can Hawai‘i do NOW?

YOUTH EPIDEMIC

Hawai'i's youth e-cigarette use is still increasing (4), with nearly 1
in 3 high school students (31%) using e-cigarettes in the last 30 days,
versus 26% in 2017 (5). Middle school students are also at risk, with
18% using in 2019 versus 16% in 2017. The percentage of frequent
high school users and daily e-cigarette users also doubled (to 10%
and 8% in 2019 respectively). More of our keiki are using e-
cigarettes, and the significant increase of frequent and daily use
indicates they are addicted.

END THE SALE OF FLAVORED
TOBACCO PRODUCTS.

Appealing flavors are driving
the youth tobacco use in our
state. With thousands of kid-
friendly flavors on the market
and little regulation, the industry
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A comprehensive approach to regulation, containing each of these
elements, is the only way to keep e-cigarettes out of the hands of

has no incentive to stop selling
flavors like POG, Mauna Dew
or Blue Raz Cotton Candy.

FUND TOBACCO
PREVENTION AND
CONTROL PROGRAMS.

Tobacco prevention, education,
and cessation programs are
critical to further reducing the
burden of tobacco in our state.
Currently, no tobacco tax
revenue is allocated to tobacco
prevention and control.

our youth and prevent a lifetime of nicotine addiction.
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Hawai‘i reduced its tobacco use over decades through the commitment of legislative
champions, the tobacco prevention community and broad support from residents, leading
to significant policy changes. Even when faced with a new method of nicotine delivery,

of Hawai'i registered voters support regulating
20 e-cigarettes as tobacco products (7).
.6%

Flavors Restrictions Only menthol allowed

we know what works. A single policy won't do it. Education won't do it. We need a
comprehensive approach. We know what to do because it’s worked before.

29.2%

(6) Hawai public high school students current cigarette smoking and

e-cigarette use, 1997-2019. Use is considered to be on at least WHY E.C|GARETTES
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E-cigarette use can explain the
dramatic increase in nicotine use
following a decade of steady

declines.
WHY MENTHOL
Current cigarette "ATTERS
smoking prevalence Menthol is a minty flavor used to
5.3% make nicotine more palatable.

Menthol continues to drive the sales
of cigarettes, especially among
youth, Native Hawaiian and Pacific
Islander communities.
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Sources: 6. 2018 Tobacco Landscape Honolulu, 7. Public Opinion Polling 2021.
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