
Providing education to K-12
students is paramount to reduce the
use of tobacco products, including
e-cigarettes, among youth. 90% of
smokers start before the age of 18,
so prevention is key to protecting
our keiki from these harmful and

addictive products. Classroom
presentations, school assemblies
and health fairs are all important

activities to promote healthy living
and raise awareness about the

dangers of tobacco use. Please note
that current activities are virtual due

to COVID-19 restrictions.

Prevention Education

HAWAII'S TOBACCO PREVENTIONHAWAII'S TOBACCO PREVENTION   
& CONTROL TRUST FUND& CONTROL TRUST FUND   

COMMUNITY cessation
services

For adults who need help quitting
cigarettes and electronic smoking
devices, resources in the form of
counseling, professional support,

and free nicotine replacement
therapies are a crucial aspect of

helping adults kick the habit.
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 Tobacco Quitline
Free and confidential counseling,

nicotine replacement therapies, and
support services delivered via the
toll-free Hawai‘i Tobacco Quitline
[1-800-QUIT-NOW] are a lifeline
for both adults and youth seeking
assistance in becoming tobacco-

free.

WHAT DOES THE TRUST FUND DO?
The Tobacco Prevention and Control Trust Fund, which is administered by the Hawai‘i Community

Foundation, provides important tobacco prevention and cessation services in communities across the
state. Each dot represents a program that is funded through the trust fund.

HISTORY OF THE TOBACCO TRUST FUND
In 1998, Hawai‘i and 45 other states sued tobacco companies and settled, resulting in the Master Settlement
Agreement (MSA). The MSA included payments to the settling states that may be used to cover current and
future costs of treating tobacco-related illnesses. 

A portion (12.5%) of the settlement funds are allocated to the Hawai‘i Tobacco Prevention and Control Trust
Fund. The Trust Fund's purpose is to reduce cigarette smoking and tobacco use among youth and adults
through education, prevention, and helping people quit.
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Tobacco use is still the leading cause of preventable death and disease - in Hawai‘i, it claims 1,400 lives and
costs the state $526 million in direct healthcare expenses annually. 

The youth vaping epidemic represents the innovative ways the tobacco industry continues to hook our keiki
onto their deadly products and the continued need for tobacco prevention and control programs.

According to the World Health Organization, available research suggests that smokers are at higher risk of
developing severe disease or dying from COVID-19. The ongoing pandemic has provided a compelling
reason for some to quit smoking or using e-cigarettes. Trying to quit during a time of stress might make it
harder to succeed, so cessation services and nicotine replacement therapies provided through the Trust Fund
are important resources to help them succeed.

E-CIGARETTES ARE ERASING DECADES OF PROGRESS 
E-cigarettes are the most
popular tobacco product
among youth, thanks to their
appealing marketing and lack
of regulations. Although
cigarette use has declined,
studies have found that e-
cigarette use increases the
risk of youth and young
adults using cigarettes.

Source: 2019 Hawai‘i Youth Risk Behavior Survey, High School Students

E-Cigarette Use

Cigarette Use

Tobacco companies spend nearly $26.1 million on
marketing in Hawai‘i each year, or triple the amount
Hawai‘i spends on tobacco prevention and control.
The $7.9 million Hawai‘i spends on tobacco prevention,
which includes Trust Fund programs, is only 58% of the
CDC's recommended amount. 

Tobacco prevention and control programs have a
strong return on investment - for every $1 spent on
tobacco prevention, Hawai‘i saves $6.64 in direct
healthcare costs. According to the Department of
Health, these programs have saved Hawai‘i over $1
billion in healthcare costs since 2001. Beyond the
financial benefits, countless lives have been saved from
the harms of tobacco. 
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