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As we begin a new year and new legislative cycle, 
we recognize the important moment, with new 
opportunities to improve and safeguard the health and 
well-being of Hawai‘i’s residents. We are facing many 
challenges in our state and our nation, proposals to 
defund public health programs, a worsening climate 
crisis, and lingering economic hardship for working 
families. 

According to a new ALICE Report released this year 
by Aloha United Way, nearly half of asset-limited 
households struggle with consistent food access and 
over one-third have considered leaving Hawai‘i due 
to high living and housing costs. In the face of these 
concerns, we must work together to build a healthier 
future for everyone.

Hawai‘i has demonstrated its strength and 
perseverance through challenges with the ultimate 
goal of improving the quality of life for our residents. 
We have shown that meaningful progress is possible 
when we come together, but the journey toward a 
healthier future is far from complete. Critical aspects 
of our daily lives—like the rising cost of living, the need 
for robust health protections, and equitable access to 
nutritious food and high-quality healthcare—demand 
our continued attention and action.

These challenges provide many opportunities to 
improve our quality of life by making systemic 
advancements and transforming how our state serves 
its residents. Achieving this vision demands a unified 
commitment to creating a more just and thriving 
Hawai‘i.

We are committed to working closely with our 
legislators, community leaders, administration, and all 

who share the vision of a healthier Hawai‘i. Together, 
we will champion transformative policies, listen to and 
uplift the voices of those most impacted, and pursue 
solutions that leave no one behind.

Mahalo for joining us in this effort. We look forward to 
working with you to make Hawai‘i a healthier place to 
call home.

Our Commitment to a Healthy, 
Thriving, and Just Hawai‘i

Healthy Eating + Active Living

Universal Free School Meals
Too many students are hungry and cannot thrive in the 
classroom. Universal free school meals will provide 
breakfast and lunch to all public school students and 
will help to improve health and cognitive development. 
Hunger should never be a barrier to educational 
success.

Pedestrian Safety
Promotes safer streets by shifting resources from 
ineffective measures, like jaywalking laws, to proven 
safety solutions and infrastructure, like investing 
in Safe Routes to School and low-cost fixes such as 
leading pedestrian intervals to reduce crashes. 

Other Public Health Issues

•	 Walkable communities

•	 Safe streets

•	 Increasing access to healthcare

•	 Supporting the community health worker 
workforce

•	 Protect public health in adult use cannabis policies

•	 Access to safe drinking water

Jessica Yamauchi
CEO, Hawai‘i Public Health Institute

Mahalo for your leadership,

For more information about Hawai‘i Public Health 
Institute’s legislative priorities, please contact 

Nate Hix, Director of Policy and Advocacy, 
at nate@hiphi.org or (808) 591-6508 x 21.

Funding Oral Health Staff and Programs within DOH
Hawai‘i lacks oral health staff within the Department of 
Health (DOH), leaving no one directly accountable for 
improving the state’s oral health outcomes. This gap is 
particularly alarming given that Hawai‘i has the highest 
rates of dental decay in the nation. Establishing oral 
health staff within DOH would provide the necessary 
expertise to drive targeted solutions, prioritize oral 
health, and improve outcomes for residents across the 
state. 

Hawai‘i Oral Health Coalition

DOE Procurement Threshold for Local Foods
Increase the Department of Education’s small 
purchase procurement limit from $25,000 to 
$100,000, in alignment with all other state 
departments. This will eliminate a barrier that limits its 
ability to purchase local foods and supports the goal to 
source 30% of school food locally by 2030.

Hawai‘i Farm to School Network

Lowering the Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) 
Hawai‘i has the seventh highest rate of alcohol-
impared driving fatalities in the nation, with 40% 
of traffic fatalities involving drivers who consumed 
alcohol. Lowering the BAC from 0.08 to 0.05 will 
decrease alcohol-related auto incidences by keeping 
impaired driving off our roads. Studies consistently 
show that drivers are significantly impaired at a 0.05 
BAC, increasing the risk of a crash.

Hawai‘i Alcohol Policy Alliance

End the Sale of Flavored Tobacco
Flavors in tobacco products entice youth, while the 
nicotine keeps them hooked for life. Ending the sale of 
flavored tobacco products will both protect our keiki 
from a lifetime of addiction and reduce the harms of 
tobacco in our community. 

Restore Local Control
Allowing counties to regulate the sale of tobacco will 
empower them to pass innovative policies that will 
reduce the burden of tobacco in their communities. 
Some of the most successful tobacco policies 
originated at the county level, such as smoke-free air 
laws.

Coalition for a Tobacco-Free Hawai‘i



ABOUT HAWAI‘I PUBLIC HEALTH INSTITUTE

MISSION
To advance the health and wellness of the people and islands 
of Hawai‘i. To achieve our mission, we...

•	 Expand understanding of what creates health of people 
and place, embracing upstream social, cultural and 
environmental factors.

•	 Foster partnerships among public health, health care, and 
other diverse sectors to improve health and wellness.

•	 Cultivate programs — including education, advocacy, 
research, capacity building and training — to improve 
policies, systems, and the environments where people 
live, learn, work, age, and play.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

PROGRAMS
•	 Coalition for a Tobacco-Free 

Hawai‘i

•	 Community-Based Research & 
Evaluation

•	 COVID-19

•	 Community Health Worker 
Initiatives

•	 Drug & Alcohol-Free Coalitions

•	 Environmental Health

•	 Food Systems

•	 Hawai‘i Immunization Coalition

•	 Hawai‘i Farm to School Network

•	 Hawai‘i Oral Health Coalition

•	 Healthy Eating + Active Living

•	 Kūpuna Collective/Healthy Aging 
& Community Living 

•	 Public Health Workforce 
Development

Nate Hix
Director of Policy and Advocacy
Nate@hiphi.org | (808) 591-6508 x 21

Jessica Yamauchi
Chief Executive Officer
Jessica@hiphi.org | (808) 591-6508 x 1




