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Slow Progress on Local Food Purchasing Goals
Act 175 (2021) set a goal to source 30% of school food locally by 2030.
However, the Department of Education (DOE) has struggled to
make progress towards this goal - in School Year 2023-2024, only
5.43% of food purchased was locally sourced. 

Raise DOE’s small purchase procurement threshold from $25,000 to
$100,000 to support local food purchasing and meet state goals.

100,000+
Approximate number of meals

served per day by the DOE,
totaling $82M in food costs
for School Year 2023-24. 

Procurement Barriers
Small purchase procurement offers a streamlined process for
government agencies to acquire goods and services. Most state
departments are capped at $100,000. The DOE’s lower threshold of
$25,000 hinders local food purchases, as amounts exceeding this
threshold must go through formal competition and public advertising. 
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Local Food Purchasing 
for School Meals

Moving Forward
Raising the DOE’s small purchase procurement limit to $100,000, in
alignment with all other state departments, will eliminate a barrier
that limits its ability to purchase local foods. 

By reducing the administrative burden, it will be easier for schools to
buy fresh, local produce, improve student meals, meet statewide
goals, strengthen local agriculture, and reduce our reliance on
imported food.


