
Universal Free School Meals

Universal free school meals would ensure all K-12 students are offered free
breakfast and lunch at school, regardless of household income.

Financial Impact of Universal Free
School Meals in Hawaiʻi

2 out of 3
struggling families are

ineligible for free school
meals.

Universal free school meals can provide meals to students who may
otherwise not eat at all. 

Addressing Food Insecurity
For many families, the cost of school meals can be a barrier to accessing
the balanced meals their children need. Hunger and inadequate nutrition
are associated with stress, depression, and chronic disease.
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Cost of Raising Test Scores

Studies show free school meals have led to large test
score improvements in K-12 students.

Schools that implemented free school meals saw
Math and English test scores increase at a rate
equivalent to attending six additional weeks of school.

Improved Academic Performance

While six additional weeks of school would cost
Hawaiʻi $300 million annually, universal free school
meals would cost Hawaiʻi only $21 million annually.

Learn 
More 

Visit hiphi.org/policy
Contact Nate Hix at nate@hiphi.org 


