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DOH Statutory
Requirements 

Conducting research and studies on
the incidence, diagnosis, treatment,
and prevention of dental disease.
Providing clinical services for adults
and children.
Educating the public on oral health.
Offering resources and education to
professionals who interact with the
public, such as social workers and
teachers.
Training professionals to staff dental
programs.

Source: HRS §321-61 to 63

Unment Needs
Hawai‘i’s lack of dedicated oral health staff at DOH
leaves no one directly accountable for improving oral
health outcomes. This contributes to high rates of ER
visits due to preventable oral health conditions and the
nation’s highest rates of tooth decay among children.

Funding Challenges

Establish oral health staff within the Department of Health (DOH) to
provide the expertise necessary to improve oral health for all residents.

Funding for the state’s oral health program was cut in 2009, with limited
funding only to sustain the Hospital and Community Dental Services Branch
under the Developmental Disabilities Division. Federal funding for oral health
programs is limited, with the CDC supporting only 20 states and one U.S.
territory. Hawai‘i is not among these states that receive federal funding.

54.3%
of Medicaid-enrolled

children receive
preventive dental care

Opportunities for Action
Establishing oral health staff would provide the
necessary expertise to drive targeted solutions,
prioritize oral health, and improve outcomes for all
Hawai‘i residents. Adequate funding is essential for
DOH to meet their statutory responsibilities and
address Hawai‘i's oral health challenges effectively.


