
Hawai‘i Climate Change and Health Working Group

Heat Safety Standards
Student-athletes are at increasing risk for heat-related illnesses, with some being rushed to the emergency room as
a result. Adopting guidelines and tools to limit heat risk for high school athletics practices will provide safe settings
for all student-athletes.
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Free Public Transit for Youth
Providing youth free access to public transit
encourages a more active lifestyle. Removing the fare
barrier enables youth to engage in crucial activities
such as school, jobs, or after-school programs, while
also alleviating  traffic and reducing pollution.

Sugary Drink Fee of $0.02 per Ounce
Beverages with added sugar are a leading cause of
obesity, diabetes, dental decay, and heart disease.
Adding a fee to these drinks can significantly curb
consumption, decrease health care costs, and provide
$70M in revenue for health improvement programs.

Healthy Eating + Active Living Coalition
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Coalition for a Tobacco-Free Hawai‘i

Restore County Authority
Allowing the counties to regulate the sale of tobacco
again will empower them to pass innovative policies
that reduce the burden of tobacco in their community.
Some of the most successful policies, such as smoke-
free air and minimum age laws, originated at the
county level.

End the Sale of Disposable E-Cigarettes 
Over 1,000 e-cigarettes containing lithium-ion
batteries, carcinogens, plastics, and toxic lead are
discarded each day in Hawai‘i, posing significant
environmental and health risks. By removing
disposable e-cigarettes from store shelves, we can
keep our islands clean and safeguard our environment.

2026 
POLICY PRIORITIES

Policy Priorities Continued



Mission
To advance the health and wellness of the people and islands of Hawai‘i. To achieve our mission, we... 

Expand understanding of what creates health of people and place, embracing upstream social, cultural and
environmental factors. 
Foster partnerships among public health, health care, and other diverse sectors to improve health and wellness. 
Cultivate programs — including education, advocacy, research, capacity building and training — to improve policies,
systems, and the environments where people live, learn, work, age, and play. 

Preventative Dental Care Expansion
Allowing dental hygienists to provide interim therapeutic restoration in public health and community-based
settings will help Hawai‘i residents stop tooth decay from progressing. Through minimally invasive procedures,
dental hygienists can remove decay without a drill. Five states have already implemented this strategy and it has
shown to be safe and effective.

Hawai‘i Oral Health Coalition
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Hawai‘i Alcohol Policy Alliance

Adjust Liquor Tax to Inflation
Excessive alcohol use costs Hawai‘i $1 billion per year. The liquor tax has not increased with inflation since 1998,
weakening its impact and our revenue stream. Increasing this tax can decrease consumption, leading to health
improvements, increased workforce productivity and health care savings. Increasing the tax to just $0.10 per drink
can bring in $60M in revenue and increase economic output by another $60M.
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