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Keiki Ride Free

Providing youth free access to public transit will be an environmental,
social and economic benefit throughout the state.

Creating Life-Long Transit Users

Free transit enables youth to lead more active
lifestyles, allowing them more access to:
e School and educational supports.
e Sports, arts, and extracurricular activities.
e Jobs, internships, and career development.

This builds their confidence and independence, paving
the way for a lifetime of public transportation use.

Saving Money for Working Families

Fares currently account for less than 15% of Honolulu’s
TheBus operating costs, which total $336M.

Allowing keiki to ride for free statewide would result
in less than $5 million in missed revenue annually. This
state support will help families decrease their time on
the roads, providing savings on gas and on fares.
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Learn Visit hiphi.org/policy

Contact Lauren Loor at lauren@hiphi.org

More

Local Success Story: Hele-On

Hawai‘i County and five other U.S. cities have
successfully implemented a form of free public
transportation. Since offering free rides in
2022, the Hele-On bus system has doubled
ridership.

Fighting Climate Change

Increased transit ridership will help decrease
greenhouse gas emissions and traffic
congestion.

The Navahine Settlement Agreement, which
recognizes children’s rights to a clean and
healthy environment, lists free youth
transportation as a key policy to help fight
against climate change.
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