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Adjust the Liguor Tax to Inflation

Adjusting the alcohol tax to inflation would help reduce binge drinking,
prevent crashes, and protect our communities.

. Proposed Liquor
Alcohol Risks Alcohol Costs to Tax Per Drink
Excessive alcohol use can lead to a range the State Per Drink $O 14

of health and social problems, including: $1.58 :

« Unintentional injuries. L 4 ’ The liquor tax recovers
« Interpersonal violence. ‘. only a fraction of

« Alcohol poisoning. alcohol’s public cost.

S Yy High Costs, Missed Revenue
w w w w w w Excessive alcohol use costs the state $937 million, with taxpayers
covering nearly 40% of these costs at $369 million ($0.62 per drink).*
alcohol-related deaths each The liquor tax has not changed since 1998. Adjusting the tax for inflation
year in Hawai'i, averaging ($0.14 per drink) would generate an additional $50 million annually, better
27 years of life lost. aligning alcohol prices with their real costs to communities and taxpayers.
Safety, Productivity, and Public Health Benefits Adjusting the liguor
tax to inflation would
Increasing the liquor tax would: have generated
Lower Increase R Reduce the $500M
alcohol use Q .® economic number of
disorder & m roductivit ﬁi DUIS in additional revenue
consumption P Y since 1998.
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